The Chou Civilisation
reason alone even more charming. The reason doubtless lies in the condition of the women of the time. They were tied to home and farm whereas the men were fr.ee to wander abroad. It was probably considered unmanly to sing of one's desire to be loved, unless this led occasionally to brief amatory conquests. Marriages were arranged by parents but there were always secret affairs and furtive rendezvous which form one of the main themes of amorous lyric verse.
The cricket sings in the grass
And the grasshopper leaps o'er the green blades,
Yet I cannot see my beloved.
My heart is filled with sadness.
Ah! Could I but see him
And hold him close to me.
Then would my grief be cured.
I have climbed the mountain yonder in the south, I have gathered herbs in the woods, Yet I cannot see my beloved. My heart is filled with sadness. Ah! Could I but see him, etc. . . .
I have climbed the mountain yonder in the south,
I have gathered the flowers at the edge of the ravine,
Yet I cannot see my beloved,
My heart is sick with love.
Ah! Could I but see him, etc. . . .
In the field lies a dead deer. He is being wrapped with white grasses. '' 'A young girl has spring in her heart, A gallant is asking for her love. In the forest are young trees, In the field lies the dead deer: He is being bound tightly with white grasses. A girl is like jade.
203 of the time, but also from the exquisite artistry with which their joys and griefs are expressed. Only through emotion and sympathy can, we enter into contact with the soul and mind of the Chinese.
